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Executive summary 
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Our international Competition, EU and Trade team provides you with a 

compilation of recent key antitrust, trade and foreign investment regulatory and 
legal developments from the last quarter. 

 
This edition covers updates from September 2022 to 4 January 2023 and is full of newsworthy items from 
some of our international colleagues. 
 
In December 2022, the new Foreign Subsidies Regulation was published in the Official Journal and will come 
into force on 12 July 2023.  The Regulation seeks to address a regulatory gap as no regime currently 

regulates state support granted by non-EU countries, while EU countries are bound by strict State aid rules.  

From an M&A perspective, the new foreign subsidies regime represents an additional hoop to jump through 
in addition to existing merger control and foreign direct investment regimes. In addition, it will have a 
significant impact on public procurement and many other market situations. 
 
The German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action published a draft bill to amend the 
German Act against Restraints of Competition.  If enacted, this would strengthen the German Competition 
Authority’s enforcement powers considerably particularly in relation to market investigations. A new draft bill 

was also published. This aims to continue to develop necessary improvements in the areas of sanction 
enforcement and anti-money laundering in Germany. 
 
In December 2022, the Hungarian Competition Authority fined the distributors of the Air7 vitamin product 

line more than EUR 60 million for advertising the products to domestic consumers with unsubstantiated 
claims, using unlawful advertising methods and without official registration during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
On 4 January 2023, the new UK Subsidy Control Act 2022 came into force, replacing the previous application 
of EU State aid rules in the UK.  The new UK regime represents a step-change in approach from that of the 
EU. Furthermore, the 4 January 2023 was the year anniversary of the National Security and Investment 
(“NSI”) Act regime.  In our client briefing, Eversheds Sutherland shares its insights on the application of the 
new regime.   
 

The EU, UK and US have continued to impose more sanctions against Russia and Belarus following the 
invasion of Ukraine by Russia.  Furthermore, since the death of Mahsa Amini, the UK Government has 
imposed various sanctions against individuals and entities, including Iranian officials, for human rights 

violations in Iran.   

 

We hope that you enjoy reading this edition 
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Antitrust 

Development Summary Sector Impact Links 

New rules impacting M&A 
and public procurement 

On 23 December 2022, the new Foreign Subisides 
Regulation was published in the Official Journal and will 

enter into force on 12 July 2023. It will  

─ enable the European Commission (“Commission”) to 
investigate subsidies granted by non-EU governments, 
public authorities and other public bodies to companies 
operating in the EU; 

─ introduce new notification-based tools to enable the 

Commission to investigate planned mergers and 

acquisitions if one of the parties involved has an EU 
turnover of at least EUR 500 million and the parties 
have received foreign financial contributions of at least 
EUR 50 million in the previous three years; and 

─ enable the Commission to impose fines and examine a 
transaction if the parties fail to comply with the 
notification requirements. 

The Regulation is intended to address a longstanding 
regulatory gap as no regime currently regulates state 
support granted by non-EU countries, while EU countries 
are bound by strict State aid rules.  

Please refer to our client briefing for further information.  

Cross-sector 

 

Client Briefing 

Link  

Commission publishes Q&A 
guidance on the referral of 
mergers under Article 22 
EUMR  

On 19 December 2022, the Commission published Q&A 
guidance on the application of Article 22 of the EU Merger 
Regulation (“EUMR”).  Article 22 EUMR allows Member 
States to make a request for the Commission to review a 
transaction, which does not meet the EU or national merger 
control thresholds, which: 

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 

Link  

Q&A Guidance 
Link        

  

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/EU_Foreign_Subsidies_Regulation
https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition_EU_and_Regulatory/further-guidance-Article-22-referral-mechanism_160123
https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-12/article22_recalibrated_approach_QandA.pdf
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Development Summary Sector Impact Links 

─ affects trade between Member States; and 

─ threatens to significantly affect competition within the 
Member State(s) making the request. 

Please refer to our briefing for further information on the 
Q&A guidance.  

Advocate General finds 
General Court erred in 

finding the ISU’s eligibility 
rules restricted 
competition by object 

On 15 December 2022, Advocate General Rantos gave an 
opinion on an appeal by the International Skating Union 

(“ISU”) against a General Court judgment that largely 
upheld a 2017 Commission decision that the ISU had 
infringed Article 101(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of 

the European Union (“TFEU”) due to the nature of its speed 
skating competition eligibility rules. 

Under the ISU's rules, speed skaters participating in 
competitions that were not approved by the ISU faced 
severe penalties of up to a lifetime ban from all 
international speed skating events organised by the ISU. 

The General Court upheld the Commission's decision that 

the ISU's rules constituted a breach of competition by 
object as they could be used to prevent potential 

organisers of competing international speed skating events 
from entering the relevant market and restricted the 
possibilities for professional speed skaters to take part 
freely in such events, so depriving potential competing 
organisers of the services of those athletes. However, the 

General Court found that the Commission had erred in 
finding that the ISU's arbitration rules reinforced that 
restriction of competition and annulled the Commission’s 
decision in that regard.  

The Advocate General concluded that the General Court 
erred in finding that the ISU’s elibigility rules and their 

objectives restricted competition by object. 

Consumer 

 

Opinion 
Link  

  

Advocate General 
considers UEFA and FIFA 
rules do not breach EU 
competition law  

On 15 December 2022, Advocate General Rantos gave an 
opinion on a request by a Spanish court for a preliminary 
ruling on questions relating to the application of Articles 
101 and 102 TFEU in the context of an action brought by 
European Super League Company, SL (“ESLC”) against the 

Union of European Football Associations (“UEFA”) and 
Fédération Internationale de Football Association (“FIFA”). 

Consumer 

   

Opinion  
Link  

  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:62021CC0124
https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=268624&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=2196
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ESLC was set up by several prestigious football clubs and 
planned to organise the European Super League (“ESL”), a 
new annual European football competition, which would 
exist independently of UEFA but whose clubs would 
continue to participate in the football competitions 

organised by the national football federations and UEFA and 
FIFA. 

FIFA and UEFA refused to approve the ESL and warned that 

any player or club taking part in the new competition would 
be expelled from competitions organised by FIFA and its 
confederations. ESLC brought an action in a Spanish court 
claiming that the FIFA and UEFA’s conduct, and provisions 

of their respective rules breach EU competition law. 

The Advocate General concluded that the relevant FIFA-
UEFA rules do not breach EU competition law. Having 
regard to the proposed ESL's characteristics, the restrictive 
effects arising from the prior approval scheme are inherent 
in, and proportionate for achieving, the legitimate 

objectives pursued by UEFA and FIFA, relating to the 
specific nature of sport. However, sanctions involving 

exclusion targeted at players who have no involvement in 
the project are disproportionate, particularly as regards 
their exclusion from national teams. Finally, the Advocate 
General found that the EU competition rules do not 
preclude the restrictions, in the FIFA rules, concerning the 

exclusive marketing of the rights relating to the 
competitions organised by FIFA and UEFA since those 
restrictions are inherent in and proportionate to the pursuit 
of the legitimate objectives related to the specific nature of 
sport. 

Regulations extending 
duration of R&D and 

specialisation block 
exemption regulations 
published in Official 
Journal 

On 15 December 2022, the R&D Block Exemption and the 
Specialisation Block Exemption were published in the 

Official Journal. These Regulations extend the expiry date 
of respectively the R&D Block Exemption and the 
Specialisation Block Exemption from 31 December 2022 to 
30 June 2023. 

Cross-sector 

  

Daily news 
Link        

  

Commission consultation 
on Digital Markets Act 
implementing provisions 

On 9 December 2022, the Commission published for 
consultation draft provisions for implementing the Digital 

Cross-sector 

  

Briefing 

Link  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/mex_22_7591
https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/documents/services/competition/Briefing-on-the-EU-Digital-Markets-Act.pdf
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Markets Act (“DMA”), which will enter into force on 2 May 
2023, the date on which the DMA will start to apply.  

The DMA introduces rules for platforms that act as 
"gatekeepers" in the digital sector, including prohibiting 
gatekeepers from engaging in certain behaviours. The DMA 

entered into force on 1 November 2022, and has moved 
into its "implementation phase". Potential gatekeepers 
must notify their core platform services to the Commission 

by 3 July 2023. Following their designation, gatekeepers 
will have six months (until 6 March 2024) to comply with 
the requirements of the DMA. Please refer to our client 
briefing on the DMA for further information. 

Consultation 
Link        

  

Commission accepts Article 
22 referral requests to 
assess proposed 
acquisition of Oticon 
Medical by Cochlear 

On 7 December 2022, the Commission announced that it 
has accepted referral requests made under Article 22 EUMR 
by 13 Member States relating to the proposed acquisition of 
Oticon Medical by Cochlear. 

Oticon Medical and Cochlear are both active in the 

manufacture and supply of hearing implants. The proposed 
acquisition was not notified to the Commission, as it does 

not meet the turnover thresholds set out in the EUMR but it 
was notified for regulatory clearance in Spain.  

The Commission considers that the transaction meets the 
criteria for referral under Article 22 EUMR. In particular, the 
transaction threatens to significantly affect competition in 

the market for cochlear implants and bone conduction 
solutions. The Commission concluded that it is best placed 
to examine the potential cross-border effects of the 
transaction and will ask Cochlear to notify the transaction 
for its review.  

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Daily News 
Link        

  

Commission sends 
Statement of Objections to 

banks in Euro-
denominated bonds 
trading cartel 

On 6 December 2022, the Commission announced that it 
had sent a Statement of Objections to certain banks 

alledging that they had breached Article 101 TFEU by 
colluding, between 2005 and 2016, to distort competition 
when trading Euro-denominated Sovereign, supra-
sovereign, sovereign and agency, Covered and Government 
Guaranteed bonds. 

The Commission is concerned that, through some of their 
traders, the banks exchanged commercially sensitive 
information and co-ordinated their pricing and trading 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13540-Digital-Markets-Act-implementing-provisions_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/mex_22_7554
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7409
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strategies when trading bonds in the secondary market in 
the EEA. These exchanges would have taken place mainly 
through emails and online chatroom communications. 

The Commission stated that it initially agreed to explore 
the possibility of a settlement with the banks involved but 

discontinued the talks due to a lack of progress and 
reverted to the normal antitrust procedure. 

Commission sends 
Statement of Objections 
outlining measures to 

unwind Illumina's blocked 
acquisition of GRAIL 

On 5 December 2022, the Commission announced that it 
has sent a Statement of Objections to Illumina and GRAIL 
setting out the restorative measures that it intends to 

adopt under Article 8(4)(a) EUMR, following the 
Commission's decision to prohibit the implemented 
acquisition of GRAIL by Illumina. These include both 
divestment measures that Illumina must implement to 
unwind the transaction with GRAIL, and the transitional 
measures that Illumina and GRAIL must comply with until 
Illumina has dissolved the transaction (replacing the 

interim measures that are currently in force). 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

Commission fines styrene 

monomer purchasers in 
cartel settlement 

On 29 November 2022, the Commission announced that it 

has fined five styrene monomer a total of EUR 157 million 
for participating in a cartel concerning purchases in the 
styrene monomer merchant market (one company received 
immunity). All companies admitted their involvement in the 

cartel and agreed to settle the case. 

The Commission decided that the six styrene monomer 
purchasers breached Article 101 TFEU by exchanging 
sensitive commercial information and co-ordinating their 
negotiation strategy on an industry reference price of 
styrene monomer. Unlike in most cartels where companies 

conspire to increase their sales prices, the six companies 
colluded to lower an element of the price of styrene 

monomer. The infringement lasted between 1 May 2012 
and 30 June 2018. 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 

Link        

  

Commission issues call for 
evidence on evaluation of 

Technology Transfer Block 
Exemption Regulation and 
guidelines 

On 25 November 2022, the Commission issued a call for 
evidence to inform its evaluation of the Technology 

Transfer Block Exemption Regulation (“TTBER”) and 
accompanying guidelines. The TTBER exempts certain 
categories of technology transfer agreements from Article 
101(1) TFEU and expires on 30 April 2026.  

Cross-sector 

  

Evaluation 
Link        

  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7403
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_7168
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13636-EU-competition-rules-on-technology-transfer-agreements-evaluation_en
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The purpose of the evaluation is to gather evidence on the 
functioning of the TTBER to inform the Commission's 
decision on whether to allow it to expire, prolong its 
duration or revise it to take account of market 
developments since 2014. The Commission intends to 

launch a consultation on the evaluation in Q2 of 2023. 

Judgment on disclosure of 
potentially damaging 

materials from 
Commission's file in 

relation to follow-on 
damages disputes  

On 10 November 2022, the European Court of Justice 
(“ECJ”) handed down a judgment on a preliminary 

reference from a Spanish court on the disclosure of 
potentially damaging materials from the Commission's file 

relating to follow-on damages disputes. 

The ECJ concluded that Article 5(1) of the Damages 
Directive must be interpreted as meaning that the 
disclosure of ‘relevant evidence’ includes documents that a 
party may be required to create by compiling or classifying 
information, knowledge or data in its possession. National 
courts must, in any event, limit the production of evidence 

to what is relevant, proportionate and necessary. 

Cross-sector 

  

Judgment 

Link  

  

Commission consults on 

draft revised Market 
Definition Notice 

On 8 November 2022, the Commission published for 

consultation a draft revised version of its Market Definition 
Notice which is intended to replace the version published in 
1997. The draft Notice contains further explanations on the 
principles and use of market definition and also provides: 

─ greater emphasis on non-price elements such as 
innovation and quality of products and services; 

─ clarifications regarding the forward-looking application 
of market definition, especially in markets that are 
expected to undergo structural transitions, such as 
technological or regulatory changes; 

─ new guidance relating to market definition in digital 

markets and innovation-intensive markets; 

─ greater guidance on geographic market definition, 
including in relation to global markets, imports and 
local markets defined by catchment areas;  

─ clarifications as regards the quantitative techniques 
that the Commission may use when defining a market; 

and 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 

Link        

  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:62021CJ0163
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_6528
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─ expanded guidance on possible sources of evidence and 
their probative value. 

ECJ annuls Commission’s 
State aid decision against 

Fiat  

On 8 November 2022, the ECJ handed down a judgment on 
joined appeals brought by Ireland and Fiat Chrysler Finance 

Europe (“FCFE”) setting aside the General Court’s 
judgment and annulling the Commission’s 2015 State aid 
decision which stated that transfer pricing arrangements 
accepted by the Luxembourg tax authorities when 

calculating the corporate taxation of FCFE constituted 
unlawful state aid. 

Cross-sector 

  

Judgment 
Link  

  

Commission publishes 
guidance on leniency 
policy and applications 

On 25 October 2022, the Commission published new 
guidance, in the form of a frequently asked questions 
document, designed to facilitate competition law leniency 
applications. The guidance: 

─ provides clarifications on the application of the 2006 
Leniency Notice; 

─ sets out practical advice for companies and legal 
representatives on contacting the Commission for 
information advice, or for guidance on the submission 

of an application;  

─ sets out the criteria and process for "no-names" 
discussion of potential applications, which is designed 
to help potential applicants ascertain if a cartel 

infringement is likely to have occurred and if reporting 
it to the Commission would qualify for leniency. This 
could include advice without disclosing the parties, 
commercial sector and other identifying detail, and may 
be particularly useful in instances of novel conduct. 

Cross-sector 

  

Q&A Guidance 

Link  

 

Commission publishes 
revised state aid 

framework for research, 
development and 
innovation in Official 
Journal 

On 28 October 2022, the Commission’s final 
Communication on the revised framework for State aid for 

research and development and innovation (“RDI 
Framework”) was published in the Official Journal. This 
includes a number of targeted adjustments, in particular: 

─ updated definitions of research and innovation activities 
eligible for support under the RDI Framework; 

─ enabling public support for testing and experimentation 
infrastructures required to develop, test and upscale 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=218102&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=5889
https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-10/leniency_FAQs_2.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_6233
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technologies. This aims at further enabling the swift 
development and eventual deployment of cutting edge 
and breakthrough technologies particularly by SMEs, 
while facilitating the green and digital transition of the 
EU economy, and contributing to the new European 

Innovation Agenda; and 

─ simplifying certain rules to facilitate the practical 
application of the RDI Framework and to alleviate the 

possible excessive administrative burdens for 
companies and public authorities. 

Commission publishes 
2022 survey of citizens' 
and SMEs' perceptions 
about competition policy 

On 25 October 2022, the Commission published a report 
setting out the results of the latest surveys, conducted by 
Eurobarometer, on citizens' and SMEs' perceptions about 
competition policy. The survey found that respondents 
support the main goals of competition policy, recognising 
its important contribution to the European economy. In 
particular, respondents confirmed that, in their view, 

competition policy encourages innovation (82% of citizens 
and 89% of SMEs); allows for better prices (74% of citizens 
and 81% of SMEs) and more choice (83% of citizens and 

84% of SMEs); and helps EU companies become more 
competitive on global markets (72% of citizens and 73% of 
SMEs). 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

Commission statement on 
second meeting of Joint 
Technology Competition 
Policy Dialogue 

On 13 October 2022, the Commission published a 
statement following the second meeting of the EU-US Joint 
Technology Competition Policy Dialogue (“TCPD”). The 
TCPD was launched in December 2021 and focuses on 
developing common approaches and strengthening the 
cooperation on competition policy and enforcement in the 

technology sector. The heads of the European and US 
competition authorities met to assess the progress made in 

their cooperation efforts to ensure and promote fair 
competition in the digital sector. The discussion focused on: 

─ the importance of forward-looking analysis in the field 
of technology to identify future key markets and issues 
that may arise in the digital sector; 

─ the adoption of effective remedies in digital cases; and 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_6374
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_6167
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─ the need to keep merger regulations fit for purpose in a 
digitalised economy. 

Advocate General confirms  
that concentration falling 

below merger control 
thresholds can be subject 
to ex post review under 
Article 102  

On 13 October 2022, Advocate General Kokott gave an 
opinion on a reference from a French court. She concluded  

that a concentration which was not caught by either EU or 
national merger control rules (as it fell below the relevant 
thresholds) can be subject to ex post assessment for 
alleged abuse of dominance under Article 102 TFEU in the 

light of the structure of competition on a market which is 
national in scope. 

Cross-sector 

  

Opinion  
Link  

  

Commission sends 
Statement of Objections to 
Teva regarding alleged 
misuse of patent 
procedures and 
exclusionary 

disparagement of 
competing multiple 
sclerosis medicine 

On 10 October 2022, the Commission announced that it 
had sent a Statement of Objections to Teva alleging that it 
had blocked or delayed the market entry of competitors to 
its multiple sclerosis drug Copaxone, in breach of Article 
102 TFEU. 

The Commission is concerned that Teva engaged in two 

types of abusive conduct, with an overall objective of 
artificially prolonging the exclusivity of Copaxone by 
hindering the market entry and uptake of competing 

glatiramer acetate medicines. In particular, the Commission 
preliminarily found that since February 2015 Teva: 

─ artificially extended glatiramer acetate's basic patent 
protection by filing and withdrawing secondary patent 

applications, thereby forcing its competitors to file new 
lengthy legal challenges each time; and 

─ implemented a systematic disparagement campaign 
targeting healthcare professionals and casting doubts 
about the safety and efficacy of a competing glatiramer 
acetate medicine and its therapeutic equivalence with 

Copaxone. 

Life Sciences  

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

Commission adopts 
revised Informal Guidance 
Notice  

On 3 October 2022, the Commission adopted a revised 
version of its Informal Guidance Notice relating to novel 
and unresolved questions concerning Articles 101 and 102 
TFEU that arise in individual cases. This provides greater 
flexible conditions for businesses to apply for guidance 

letters when assessing the legality of their actions. In 
particular, the revised Notice updates the criteria that allow 
the Commission to provide informal guidance to businesses 

Cross-sector 

  

Revised Informal Guidance 
Notice 
Link        

  

https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=267143&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=7579
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_6062
https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-10/coronavirus_informal_guidance_notice_antitrust_2022.pdf
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in cases presenting novel or unresolved questions, 
including in situations of crisis or other emergencies. 

Commission announces 
upgrade to eLeniency tool 

to allow companies online 
access to leniency and 
settlement documents 

On 30 September 2022, the Commission announced that 
the eLeniency tool, which allows companies and their 

representatives to submit statements and documents as 
part of leniency and settlement proceedings in cartel cases 
and non-cartel cooperation cases, has been upgraded to 
allow access to documents in relation to these proceedings. 

Cross-sector 

  

Commission Press Release 
Link        

  

Commission publishes 

Guidelines on the 
application of EU 
competition law to 
collective agreements 
regarding the working 
conditions of solo self-
employed persons 

On 29 September 2022, the Commission published the final 

Guidelines on the application of EU competition law to 
collective agreements regarding the working conditions of 
solo self-employed persons (i.e. self-employed without 
employees). The Commission aims to ensure that the EU 
competition rules do not stand in the way of collective 
agreements that aim to improve the working conditions of 
solo self-employed people, while guaranteeing that 

consumers and SMEs continue to benefit from competitive 
prices and innovative business models, including in the 
digital economy. 

Cross-sector 

  

Guidelines 

Link        

  

Advocate General confirms 
that a national competition 
authority can consider 

breach of GDPR when 
investigating abuse of 
dominance 

On 20 September 2022, Advocate General Rantos gave an 
opinion on a reference from a German court for a 
preliminary ruling on various questions relating to the 

application of the General Data Protection Regulation 
(“GDPR”). The Advocate General considers that, while a 
competition authority does not have jurisdiction to rule on 
an infringement of the GDPR, it may nevertheless, within 
the framework of its competition powers, examine, as an 
incidental question, the compliance of the practices 

investigated with the GDPR. However, the competition 
authority must take into account any decision or 
investigation of the competent supervisory authority under 

the GDPR, informing and, where appropriate, consulting 
with the supervisory authority. 

Cross-sector 

  

Opinion   
Link  

  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5845
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022XC0930%2802%29
https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=265901&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=54825
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EU, UK and US sanctions 
against Russia and Belarus 

Following the invasion of Ukraine by Russia, the UK, EU and 
US have continued to impose significant sanctions on 
Russia and Belarus. As the sanctions landscape has been 
changing at a fast pace, please refer to our dedicated 

webpage to keep abreast of developments. 

Cross-sector 

 

Webpage 

Link  

EU extends Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
(“DRC”) sanctions listing 
criteria 

On 5 December 2022, the Council of the EU (“Council”) 
published its updated sanctions listing criteria concerning 
the restrictive measures on the DRC.  This extends the 
criteria to include natural or legal persons or entities who:  

─ obstruct peaceful solutions towards elections in the 
DRC (which includes acts of violence, repression, 
and/or the undermining of law); 

─ are involved in the planning, directing or committing of 
acts which constitute serious human rights abuses; 

─ are responsible for armed conflict, instability or 

insecurity in the DRC; 

─ provide support to armed conflict or instability; 

─ incite violence in connection with activities listed in the 
second to fourth indents above; 

─ exploit armed conflict, instability or insecurity 
(including through unlawful trade exploitation); or  

─ associate with persons or bodies referred to in any of 
the categories listed above. 

Cross-sector 

  

Council Decision 
Link  

  

Commission publishes 

proposed Directive on the 

criminalisation of sanctions 
violations 

On 2 December 2022, the Commission announced its 

proposal to introduce a new Directive which will harmonise 

the way Member States investigate, prosecute and penalise 
individuals and entities for sanctions violations. This follows 
the EU Council’s decision on 28 November 2022 to add 
sanctions violations to the list of ‘EU crimes’. Please refer to 
our client briefing for further information.  

Cross-sector 

  

Client Briefing 

Link  

UK-EU relations: 
provisional political 
agreement on Regulation 

On 30 November 2022, the European Parliament and the 
Council reached a provisional political agreement on a 
proposal for a Regulation establishing rules for enforcing 

Cross-sector 

  

Press Release 
Link        

  

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Corporate_Crime/Keeping_you_up_to_speed_-_Russian_and_Belarusian_sanctions_updates
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32022D2377&from=EN
https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition/EC-proposes-criminalize-evasion-eu-sanctions_071222#:~:text=European%20Commission%20proposes%20to%20criminalise%20evasion%20of%20EU%20sanctions,-Europe&text=On%202%20December%202022%2C%20the,and%20entities%20for%20sanctions%20violations
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/11/30/eu-uk-relations-council-presidency-and-european-parliament-reach-provisional-agreement-on-a-regulation-on-autonomous-measures/
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with internal rules on 
enforcement and 
retaliation 

the UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement and the Trade and Co-
operation Agreement (“TCA”).  This contains autonomous 
trade retaliation measures including: 

─ remedial, rebalancing and compensatory measures in a 
number of areas; 

─ the temporary suspension of the relevant preferential 
treatment of certain products; 

─ the refusal, revocation, suspension, limitation or 
conditioning on the authorisations or permissions of air 
carriers and their operation; and 

─ measures restricting trade, investment or other 
activities. 

European Council extends 
Venezuela sanction 
measures 

On 10 November 2022, the European Council announced 
that, due to the ongoing political situation in Venezuela, it 
would be renewing Decision 2017/2074 regarding 
restrictive measures currently imposed on Venezuela. This 
means that the measures will be applicable until 14 

November 2023. Minor amendments were also made to 
Annex I of the Decision relating to the listed person entries. 

Cross-sector 

  

European Council Decision 
Link  

  

European Council adds 19 
individuals and 1 entity to 
Myanmar sanctions list 

On 8 November 2022, in response to the continued 
violence and human rights abuse crisis in Myanmar since 
the military coup took place approximately two years ago, 
the European Council announced that it will be applying a 

fifth expansion to its restrictive measures.  This added 19 
individuals and one entity to the list of sanctioned persons, 
including Kan Zaw (the Minister of Investment and Foreign 
Economic Relations) and Htun Htun Oo (the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court).  The Myanmar/Burma sanctions list 
now applies to 84 individuals and 11 entities. 

For all of those listed on the sanctions list, there will be the 

usual asset freeze and EU territory travel ban applied, as 
well as a ban on any EU individuals or entities providing 
financial support or resource to those persons.  

Cross-sector 

  

European Council Decision 
Link  

  

Commission publishes 
proposal to simplify instant 

payment sanctions 
screening procedure 

On 26 October 2022, the Commission published its 
proposal to amend EU Regulations (EU) No 260/2012 and 

(EU) 2021/1230, as regards instant credit transfers in euro.  

Financial 
Services 

 

 

Proposal 
Link        

  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2022.292.01.0061.01.ENG&amp;toc=OJ%3AL%3A2022%3A292%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2022:286I:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/finance/docs/law/221026-proposal-instant-payments_en.pdf
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The proposal comes in response to a jurisdiction-wide need 
that instant payments in euro are secure and can be 
processed without difficulty, and to increase the current 
statistical evidence that only around 11% of euro credit 
transfers are instant. However, this would also have an 

impact on the current guidance and regulation covering the 
sanctions screening procedure on payments.  

The proposal states that with instant payments, it is 

impossible for payment service providers (“PSPs”) to verify 
within 10 seconds whether the flagged transaction involves 
persons on EU sanctions lists and, as a result, such a 
transaction is unjustifiably rejected.  As such, the proposed 

legislation seeks to harmonise the ‘sanctions screening 
procedure’ for all instant payment providers and proposes 
that PSPs should “verify, at least daily, whether their PSUs 
[payment service user] are listed persons or entities” and 
“should no longer apply transaction-based screening” one 
by one.” 

EU sanctions on chemical 
weapon use and 

production extended until 
2023 

On 13 October 2022, the Council announced that it would 
be extending the current sanctions regime which provides 

restrictive measures against chemical weapon use and 
production until October 2023. 

The regime targets both individuals and entities who are 
involved with the production, use, financial support and/or 

technical support of creating chemical weapons.  

At the time of the announcement, there were 2 entities and 
15 individuals subject to the sanctions regime, which 
involved those parties having; their assets frozen, a ban 
placed on any EU citizen or company supporting them 
financially and a general travel ban (for natural persons) 

amongst any of the EU territories.   

In its statement, the Council reiterated that it intends to 
continue to monitor the area closely and can renew or 
amend the sanctions list as appropriate. In particular, 
where the Council’s objectives are not met.  

Cross-sector 

  

Council Press Release  
Link        

  

Commission updates 

guidance under Central 
African Republic sanctions 
regime 

On 20 September 2022, Council Decision 2022/1626 and 

Council Regulation 2022/1621 were published by the 
Commission in reference to its adoption of an amended 
sanctions regime relating to the Central African Republic. 

Cross-sector 

  

Council Decision  

Link        

  

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/10/13/chemical-weapons-eu-sanctions-renewed-for-a-further-year/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02013D0798-20220922
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The changes provide new additional exemptions to the 
overall Central African Republic arms embargo as well as 
updated guidance on the sanction regime’s notification 
requirements. 
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FCA issues fine for 
excessive pricing in the 
sector of roadworthiness 

tests for heavy-duty 
vehicles 

On 22 December 2022, the French Competition Authority 
(“FCA”) fined CTPL-AG EUR 25,000 for excessive prices in 
the market for roadworthiness tests for heavy-duty vehicles 

and for favouring its sister company, which is active in the 
related market for roadworthiness test preparation. 

As a result of an investigation conducted by the Antilles-
French Guiana Interregional Competition Investigation Unit 
(Brigade interrégionale des enquêtes de concurrence) of 
the Martinique Department of Business, Competition, 

Consumer Affairs, Labour and Employment, the FCA fined 

CTPL-AG for abusing its dominant position in the market for 
roadworthiness tests for heavy-duty vehicles in 
Guadeloupe. In particular, for: 

─ discriminatory practices (prices, appointment deadlines, 
invoicing and payment procedures) against companies 
in the related market for the preparation of 
roadworthiness tests for heavy-duty goods vehicles in 

Guadeloupe, to the benefit of its sister company in this 
same market; and 

─ using its monopoly position to charge excessive prices 

for roadworthiness tests for heavy-duty vehicles 
without a reasonable relationship to their economic 
value. 

CTPL-AG benefited from the settlement procedure.  

The FCA’s decision is newsworthy, as the FCA does not 
often qualify abuses of dominant position by excessive 
prices. The recent Sanicorse precedent (decision 18-D-17 
of 14 November 2019) was overruled by the French 

Cross-sector 

  

FCA Press Release 
Link  

  

mailto:juliepoivey@eversheds-sutherland.com
mailto:juliepoivey@eversheds-sutherland.com
https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/en/press-release/autorite-de-la-concurrence-fines-ctpl-ag-abuse-dominant-position


France 
 

 
  

 

18 

Development Summary Sector Impact Links                                  

Supreme Court which refused to consider the “inequitable” 
nature of the price increase in that case. 

FCA fines optical lens 
manufacturer Essilor for 

discriminatory trade 
practices 

On 8 November 2022, the FCA fined Essilor International 
SAS over EUR 81 million for having, over more than 11 

years, engaged in discriminatory trade practices 
constitutive of an abuse of dominant position, aimed at 
hindering the development of the electronic commerce of 
corrective lenses in France. EssilorLuxottica SA, as the 

parent company, was fined EUR 15.4 million jointly and 
severally with Essilor International SAS. 

Essilor International SA is the leading manufacturer and 
wholesale distributor of optical lenses in France. Essilor is 
dominant in the French market and is also the world leader 
in the manufacture of corrective lenses. 

The FCA found that, between 2009 and 2020, Essilor 
implemented practices towards its distributors aiming to 
hinder the development of the online sales channel for 

corrective lenses, constitutive of an abuse of its dominant 
position. In particular, Essilor imposed restrictions on 

electronic commerce operators in terms of deliveries 
(refuses to deliver them), communication (prohibition from 
using Essilor's trademarks and logos and from 
communicating the origin of the lenses) and warranties 
(warranty limitation). The FCA considers that Essilor’s 

discriminatory trade practices may have helped to keep the 
price of glasses at high and rising levels during the 
infringement period. 

Cross-sector 

  

FCA Press Release  

Link        

  

FCA fines Gaz de Bordeaux 
for abusing its dominant 

position in the sector of 
natural gas supply to 

residential and small non-
residential customers in 
Bordeaux and surrounding 
towns 

On 11 October 2022, the FCA fined Gaz de Bordeaux and 
its parent companies EUR 1 million for abusing its 

infrastructures and the commercial resources linked to its 
public service activity, in its capacity as a supplier of 

natural gas at the regulated sales tariff, to develop its 
market offers. 

Although it was obliged to continue marketing its regulated 
tariff offer, Gaz de Bordeaux withdrew this offer from its 
potential customers, systematically promoting its market 

offers, both on its website and through its telephone 
helpline. By artificially leading almost all its new customers 
to subscribe to a market offer, Gaz de Bordeaux reduced 

Energy 

  

FCA Press Release  
Link        

  

https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/en/press-release/optical-lenses-sector-autorite-de-la-concurrence-hands-out-fines-worth-81-067-400
https://www.autoritedelaconcurrence.fr/en/press-release/gas-supply-autorite-de-la-concurrence-hands-out-fines-worth-one-million-euro-gaz-de
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competition at a key moment in the opening up of the 
market to competition (disappearance of the regulated gas 
tariff). 

French Supreme Court 
refuses to recognise a 
presumption of 
competitive damage in the 
presence of a vertical 

agreement 

On 28 September 2022 (case No 21-20.731), the French 
Supreme Court handed down a judgment in a stand-alone 
case concerning the implementation of a resale price 
maintenance clause in an exclusive license agreement, in 
the industrial joinery sector. 

The French Supreme Court ruled that no presumption of 

prejudice for the licensee can arise from a resale price 
maintenance clause in a vertical agreement between a 
licensor and its licensee, which are not competitors, even if 
the purpose of the clause was to artificially control the 
prices and prevent the free play of the market from setting 
prices. Therefore, before ordering the licensor to 
compensate its licensee for such a practice, it was up to the 

Court of Appeal to establish the existence of a prejudice 
suffered by the licensee. 

The case has been referred to the Court of Appeal to 

establish the existence of potential prejudice. 

Cross-sector 

  

Judgment (in French) 

Link   

Bouygues (TF1) withdraws 
plan to acquire exclusive 

control of the Métropole 
Télévision group 

On 16 September 2022, Bouygues (controlling the major 
French TV group TF1) announced its decision to withdraw 

its plan to acquire exclusive control of the Métropole 
Télévision group (M6 - another major French TV group). 
This decision puts an end to the French merger control 
proceedings. 

Bouygues’ decision to abort the transaction came after a 
long process and in-depth examination phase before the 

FCA, the outcome of which would likely have been a 
prohibition of the merger.  

In its press release of 16 September 2022, acknowledging 
Bouygues’ decision to withdraw its request relating to the 
acquisition of M6, the FCA outlined that the transaction 
could have created major competitive risks, particularly in 
the television advertising and television service distribution 

markets. The FCA considered that the commitments 
proposed by Bouygues in that respect would likely not have 
been sufficient. 

TMT 

  

FCA Press Release  
Link        
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FCO publishes interim 
report on its sector inquiry 
into refineries and fuel 
wholesale 

On 8 April 2022, the German Federal Cartel Office (“FCO”) 
initiated an ad hoc sector inquiry into fuels at the refinery 
and wholesale level. The sector inquiry was started as a 
result of price developments on the markets for fuels 
following Russia’s attack on Ukraine. 

The sector inquiry looked into logistics, sales and customer 

structures as well as pricing mechanisms and contract 
structures. The interim report, published in November 

2022, revealed no indications of price-fixing agreements 
between mineral oil companies or other collusive conduct. 
However, the FCO will undertake further investigations. 

Energy 

  

FCO Press Release 
Link        

  

BMWK presents draft bill of 

the Competition 
Enforcement Act 

On 20 September 2022, the German Federal Ministry for 

Economic Affairs and Climate Action (“BMWK”) issued a 
draft bill for the 11th amendment of the German Act 
against Restraints of Competition. The new draft bill 
considerably strengthens the enforcement powers of the 
FCO. It includes, inter alia, measures for strengthening the 
market investigation tool by shortening its duration and 

allowing for remedial action. Additionally, the draft bill 
provides for the skimming of profits, and also includes 

measures to effectively enforce the European DMA. 

Cross-sector 

  

BMWK Press Release (in 

German) 
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https://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2022/28_11_2022_SU_Raffinerien.html?nn=3591286
https://www.bmwk.de/Redaktion/DE/Meldung/2022/20220920-bmwk-legt-entwurf-zur-verscharfung-des-wettbewerbsrechts-vor.html
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BMWK prohibits multiple 
acquisitions by Chinese 
companies 

In October 2022, the BMWK partially prohibited the 
acquisition of a 35% stake in a shipping container terminal 
in Hamburg by the Chinese state-owned COSCO group, 
instead allowing only for the acquisition of a stake below 

25%. Then, in November 2022, the BMWK prohibited the 
acquisition of Elmos Semiconductor SE, a semiconductor 

producer, by a Chinese company, therefore showing an 
increased scrutiny of foreign direct investments by the 
BMWK. 

Cross-sector 

  

BMWK Press Release (in 
German) 
Link   

BMWK Press Release 

Link      

                                               

https://www.bmwk.de/Redaktion/DE/Pressemitteilungen/2022/10/20221026-bundeskabinett-verabschiedet-teiluntersagung-im-investitionsprufverfahren-hamburger-hafen.html
https://www.bmwk.de/Redaktion/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2022/11/20221109-elmos-chip-factory-cannot-be-sold-to-chinese-investor-cabinet-blocks-sale.html
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Germany publishes draft 
Sanktionsdurchsetzungsge
setz II (Sanctions 
Enforcement Act II) 

On 27 October 2022, the Federal Government in Germany 
published its official draft of Sanktionsdurchsetzungsgesetz 
II - Sanctions Enforcement Act II ("SDG II"). The draft bill 
follows the first Sanctions Enforcement Act, which came 
into force in May 2022, in order to continue to develop 

necessary improvements in the areas of sanction 

enforcement and anti-money laundering. 

Under the proposals set out in the draft bill, some of the 
main aims of the SDG II include:  

─ creating a ‘Central Office’ for sanctions enforcement 
(which will initially be based in the General Customs 
Directorate), which will help with the application and 
enforcement of EU sanctions in Germany and be able to 

conduct necessary investigations on sanctioned 
persons, assets and/or economic resources; 

─ establishing administrative guidance and procedures 

(including a central register) which will capture 
information and help simplify the identification process 
of funds or resources (i.e. how they are owned and/or 
controlled and relevant ownership information); 

─ appointing an independent representative 
commissioner at the ‘Central Office’ who will be 
responsible for monitoring sanctions compliance under 
German law; 

─ preparing a ‘Transparency Register’ which captures and 
records the beneficial owners of land across 

approximately 530 German land registries (and being 

able to request further information to justify any 
‘fictitious beneficial owners’). This register will also 
apply to foreign entities, who will therefore need to 
report any existing German property owned. 
Additionally, the register also intends to limit cash 
transactions under real estate.  

The draft bill is expected to pass later this year. 

Cross-sector 

  

Draft SDG II (in German) 
Link        

                                              

https://dserver.bundestag.de/brd/2022/0541-22.pdf
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GVH imposes fine of more 
than €60 million on 

distributors of the "lung 
vitamin" 

On 2 December 2022, the Hungarian Competition Authority 
(“GVH”) fined the distributors of the Air7 vitamin product 

line more than EUR 60 million for advertising the products 
to domestic consumers with unsubstantiated claims, using 
unlawful advertising methods and without official 
registration. The products in the line, branded as "Air7 lung 
vitamin", were previously investigated by the National Food 
Chain Safety Office and withdrawn from the market in July 
2022. 

Sales of the Air7 line of nutritional supplements started 
during the active phase of the Coronavirus outbreak. 
Available in pharmacies, health food shops and online, the 
products were promoted through an active advertising 
campaign involving public figures and specifically 
highlighting the lung-boosting effects of the range. 

The GVH found that the domestic distributors of Air7 

nutritional supplements had caused consumers to be 
confused by a number of unfair promotions of the vitamin 
line, which were also contrary to EU sectoral rules. The 
GVH found that the company misleadingly advertised the 

products as "lung vitamins" or "Air7 lung vitamins", which 
were not substantiated, along with a number of other 

health claims. The products were not found to contain any 
ingredients with lung health benefits. The claims, which 
misled consumers, were also in breach of EU food sector 
rules. 
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ICA publishes 
communication on below-

threshold notifications 

On 27 December 2022, the Italian Competition Authority 
(“ICA”) published a Communication on below-threshold 

notifications. The disposition grants the ICA the power to 
require the interested companies to notify a concentration 
even where the Italian merger control thresholds are not 
met. In order to exercise this power, the following 
conditions must also be fulfilled:  

─ no more than six months must have elapsed since the 

conclusion of the concentration; and 

─ the ICA, on the basis of the elements in its possession, 
must establish the existence of concrete competitive 
risks in the national market (or in a relevant part of it), 
also taking into account the detrimental effects on the 
development and diffusion of small undertakings 
characterised by innovative strategies. 

The Communication provides guidance on how the ICA will 

apply these conditions.  
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New UK subsidy regime 
enters into force 

On 4 January 2023, the new UK Subsidy Control Act 2022 
came into force, replacing the previous application of EU 
State aid rules in the UK.  Please refer to our client briefing 
for information on the new UK subsidy regime. 

Cross-sector 

 

Client Briefing 

Link  

Secretary of State letter to 
fuel retailers following 
CMA's initial update on 
road fuel market study 

On 22 December 2022, the Department of Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy published a letter from the 
Secretary of State to retailers of road fuel regarding the 
initial update on the Competition and Markets Authority 

(“CMA”) market study into the supply of road fuel in the 

UK. The market study follows the government's request 
that the CMA conduct an urgent review of the fuel market.   

The CMA found that retail fuel margins had risen year on 
year over the past five years ahead of general inflation. In 
addition, the CMA’s analysis found evidence that, on 
occasion, the price of fuel at the pump had fallen more 
slowly than it rose following changes in the price of crude 

oil. As a result, the CMA will continue to investigate the 
retail sector further, with a focus on the relationship 
between wholesale and retail fuel prices, factors driving 
local and regional variations in prices, and the role played 

by major supermarkets in the road fuel retail sector. 

The CMA intends to publish its completed initial findings 
report in Spring 2023.  It does not, however, intend to 

make a market investigation reference at the end of the 
market study. 
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Statement on future of 
open banking 

On 16 December 2022, the Financial Conduct Authority 
(“FCA”), the Payment Systems Regulator (“PSR”), CMA 
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and HM Treasury (collectively the Joint Regulatory 
Oversight Committee) published a joint statement 
providing an update on the future of open banking. 

The Committee’s key objectives are to develop the vision 
for the future of open banking and to make 

recommendations on the design of the future open banking 
entity. Its three priorities to deliver the vision are: 
unlocking the potential of open banking payments to 

support competition and innovation; adopting a model that 
is scalable for future data sharing propositions, and 
establishing a sustainable footing for the ongoing 
development of the Open Banking ecosystem.  

To assist it with developing its vision, the Committee has 
convened a strategic working group to provide extensive 
analysis. This reflects the range of stakeholder views on 
current gaps in open banking, potential short and long-
term solutions, and the structures required to further 
develop open banking and define a future roadmap. The 

working group will submit its final report to the Committee 
by January 2023. 

The Committee intends to send another statement in Q1 
2023 setting out its views and recommendations. 

   

CMA accepts fast-track 
remedies in Sika/MBCC 

Phase 2 merger 
investigation 

On 15 December 2022, the CMA published the final report 
on its Phase 2 investigation into the anticipated acquisition 

by Sika AG of MBCC Group. 

In its Phase 1 investigation, the CMA found that there was 
a realistic prospect that the merger would give rise to a 
substantial lessening of competition (“SLC”) in the supply 
of chemical in the UK. Following reference to Phase 2, the 
parties agreed to waive their right to challenge this position 

during the Phase 2 investigation and confirmed that they 

intended to submit remedies to address the SLC resulting 
in the CMA using a streamlined "fast-track" approach to its 
Phase 2 investigation. 

Cross-sector 

  

Summary of Final Report 
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CMA consults on Annual 
Plan 2023/24 

On 15 December 2022, the CMA issued a consultation on 
its proposed Annual Plan for 2023/24. The CMA's proposed 

areas of focus for 2023/24 include: 
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─ deterring anti-competitive behaviour, including cartels 
in public procurement, and other areas that have direct 
effects on public and household expenditure;  

─ enabling innovating businesses to access digital 
markets such as mobile browsers and the distribution 

of cloud gaming services, e-commerce and digital 
advertising, and  

─ encouraging effective competition in emergent 

markets. 

The CMA intends to take action in existing and emergent 
markets for sustainable products and services, undertaking 
further work on green claims and on energy efficiency, and 

providing guidance to businesses and industry associations 
on how they can ensure competition law compliance when 
collaborating to develop or accelerate the adoption of more 
environmentally sustainable products and services. 

CMA consults on amending 

merger and market 
remedies guidance to 

streamline approach to 
issuing directions 

On 8 December 2022, the CMA published a consultation on 

revising its guidance on reporting, investigation and 
enforcement of potential breaches of merger and market 

investigation remedies. 

Under the current guidance, the CMA will seek 
representations from the parties both where it is minded to 
issue directions and then again, if it is still minded to issue 
directions, on the actual text of the proposed directions. In 

light of its experience since the guidance was issued, the 
CMA now believes that this two-step process for issuing 
directions is duplicative. 

The CMA considers that procedural fairness can be achieved 
through a one stage process. It is, therefore, proposing to 
revise the guidance to combine the two consultations such 

that, in situations where the CMA is minded to issue 

directions to a party, it will inform the party and provide it 
with draft directions and seek representations on both of 
these at the same time. 

Cross-sector 

  

Consultation 

Link        

  

CMA fines BMW for failure 
to respond to information 

request in competition 
investigation 

On 8 December 2022, the CMA announced that it had 
imposed a penalty on Bayerische Motoren Werke AG 

(“BMW AG”) due to its failure, without reasonable excuse, 

Industrials 

  

CMA Press Release 
Link    

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1122486/consultation_on_rbfa_directions_guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/bmw-fined-for-failing-to-comply-with-cma-information-request


UK 
 

 
  

 

28 

Development Summary Sector Impact Links                                                           

to comply with a formal request for information issued 
under Section 26 of the Competition Act 1998. 

The CMA believes that important aspects of the suspected 
conduct were agreed outside of the UK and implemented in 
the UK. It suspects that BMW AG, which is based in 

Germany, or other BMW Group companies based outside 
the UK, hold information which the CMA considers 
important to its investigation. The CMA therefore wrote to 

BMW Group formally requiring it to produce information, 
including from its parent company BMW AG. 

Although BMW UK provided information to the CMA, the 
wider BMW Group failed to comply fully with the CMA's 

information request, claiming that the CMA does not have 
jurisdiction and acted outside its powers in requesting 
information from a non-UK company. The CMA did not 
accept this contention and decided to impose a fixed 
penalty of £30,000 and a daily penalty of £15,000 (the 
maximum amounts possible), which it considers to be 

appropriate and proportionate in this case. The daily 
penalty will continue to accumulate until BMW Group 

provides the requested information, the CMA issues an 
infringement decision or the case is closed. 

Specialisation and 
Research and 

Development Agreements 
Block Exemption Orders 
2022  

The Competition Act 1998 (Specialisation Agreements Block 
Exemption “SABEO”) and the Competition Act 1998 

(Research & Development Agreements Block Exemption 
“R&D BEO”) Orders were made on 5 December 2022. 
These implement the CMA’s recommendations that the 
retained EU Horizontal Block Exemption Regulations should 
be replaced with new block exemption orders that are 
tailored to the needs of businesses operating in the UK and 

UK consumers. The Orders contain the following key 
changes: 

─ The SABEO clarifies some definitions and amends the 
scope of the block exemption to cover "unilateral 
specialisation agreements" concluded between more 
than two parties.  

─ The R&D BEO includes changes to the definitions, the 

conditions for exemption and the application of the 
market share thresholds. It also includes a new 

Cross-sector 

  

SABEO 

Link 

R&D BEO 

Link  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1272/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1271/made
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threshold test for parties to R&D agreements that are 
"competing in innovation". 

Both Orders entered into force on 1 January 2023. 

CMA publishes final report 

in music and streaming 
services market study 

On 29 November 2022, the CMA published the final report 

in its market study into music and music streaming 
concluding that competition between music streaming 
services is currently delivering good outcomes for 

consumers. In particular, it concluded that: 

─ the music streaming market is evolving and innovating 
and it considers that the market is delivering good 

outcomes for consumers. Although the recorded music 
sector is concentrated, that is not driving artists' 
concerns that only a very small minority of them will 
achieve the highest level of success. Nevertheless, 
record labels could do more to improve the information 
they provide to artists and the CMA welcomes work by 
the IPO on transparency and development of best 

practices;  

─ although publishing revenues from streaming in the UK 

have grown significantly, many songwriters argue they 
are not paid enough to make a sustainable income. 
However, there is no evidence that the major record 
labels have tacitly colluded to suppress the share of 
music streaming revenues going to publishers or that 

there is otherwise particularly weak competition to sign 
songwriters that is leading to a split in the allocation of 
music streaming revenues that favours recording rights 
over publishing rights; and 

─ there is no clear evidence that collecting societies are 
failing to push for better terms owing to the major 

labels' influence or that CMO governance procedures 

and processes are failing to mitigate any potential bias 
in their decision making. 

The CMA has confirmed its decision not to make a market 
investigation reference. 

TMT 

  

Final Report 

Link        

  

CMA decides to make 

market investigation 
reference in relation to 

On 22 November 2022, the CMA published its decision to 

make an "ordinary" market investigation reference, in 
respect of the supply of mobile browsers and mobile 
browser engines in the UK, and the distribution of cloud 

Consumer 

  

Reference Decision 

Link   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1120610/Music_and_streaming_final_report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/637b65c0d3bf7f7208f6c709/reference_decision__1_.pdf
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mobile browsers and cloud 
gaming 

gaming services through app stores on mobile devices in 
the UK. On 13 December 2022, the CMA published its 
issues statement relating to the market investigation. 

Issues Statement 
Link      

  

FCA publishes credit 

information market study 
interim report 

On 22 November 2022, the FCA published its interim report 

in its market study examining the UK credit information 
market. The market study was launched in June 2019, but 
was paused during the COVID-19 pandemic and resumed in 

July 2021. 

In its interim report, the FCA found that the UK has a 
relatively advanced credit information sector, which 

compares favourably to other countries. However certain 
areas required improvement, such as governance 
arrangements to encourage the quick and coordinated 
resolution of new issues, improvements to help the 
switching of suppliers in concentrated areas of the market, 
and improvements in information for consumers to aid the 
understanding of credit information. 

The FCA requests responses to its interim report by 24 
February 2023 and expects to publish its final findings in 

Autumn 2023. 

Financial 

Services 

 

 

Interim Report 

Link        

  

2022 Autumn Statement: 
Digital Markets, 
Competition and Consumer 

Bill to be brought forward 

On 17 November 2022, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Jeremy Hunt, delivered his Autumn Statement, setting out 
the government's "Medium-term Fiscal Plan". He 

announced that the Government intends to bring forward, 
in the third Parliamentary session, the Digital Markets, 
Competition and Consumer Bill. This will implement 
proposed changes to UK competition law and establish the 
UK’s new competition regime for digital markets.   

Cross-sector 

  

Autumn Statement 2022 
Link        

  

CMA closes part of 
competition investigation 

into Education Software 
Solutions contract 
renegotiation practices 

On 27 October 2022, the CMA announced that it has 
decided, on the grounds of administrative priority, to close 

part of its investigation into suspected breaches of the 
Chapter II prohibition CA98 relating to the renewal of 
school management information systems contracts by 
Education Software Solutions Ltd Group (“ESS”). 

In April 2022, the CMA announced that it had opened an 

investigation concerning ESS's conduct relating to the 
renewal of school management information systems 
contracts. In particular, whether ESS might be abusing a 

Cross-sector 

  

CMA Announcement  
Link        

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/63984ce2d3bf7f3f7e762453/Issues_statement_.pdf
https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/market-studies/ms-19-1-2.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1118429/CCS1022065440-001_SECURE_HMT_Autumn_Statement_November_2022_BOOK.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/cma-cases/investigation-into-conduct-of-education-software-solutions-limited
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dominant position in the supply of management information 
systems software: 

─ by moving customers from one-year contracts to three-
year contracts without giving customers adequate 
opportunity to avoid the change; and 

─ via the pricing of certain software packages in a way 
that restricts competition. 

The CMA has taken an administrative priorities decision to 
close this investigation insofar as it concerns ESS' pricing of 
certain software packages (specifically, ESS' management 
information system software and its financial management 
software). The CMA is, however, continuing its investigation 

into whether ESS might be abusing a dominant position in 
the supply of management information systems as a result 
of the move to three-year contracts. 

FCA discussion paper on 
competition impacts of Big 

Tech on financial services 
industry 

On 25 October 2022, the FCA published a discussion paper 
to seek views on the competition impacts of Big Tech on 

the financial services industry. In particular, in four vital 
retail sectors: payments, deposit taking, consumer credit 

and insurance. The paper sets out the FCA's analysis of the 
economic incentives driving entry by Big Tech, plausible Big 
Tech entry scenarios in UK financial services, and their 
potential implications for competition. 

Financial 
Services 

 

 

Discussion Paper 
Link        

  

PSR final decision on card-
acquiring market remedies 

On 6 October 2022, the PSR published a policy statement 
setting out its final decision on remedies for the card-
acquiring market review, together with three specific 
directions to put them into effect. This follows the PSR’s 
findings of a market review in November 2021, which found 
that the market did not work well for merchants with 

annual card turnover below £50 million.   

The PSR has imposed three remedies to address the 
concerns it identified in the card-acquiring market:  

─ summary boxes containing bespoke key price and non-
price information to be sent individually to each 
merchant and made available in their online account. 
Merchants will use these with new online quotation 

tools, which providers will be required to provide. This 
will help merchants compare all available offerings; 

Financial 
Services 

 

 

Final Decision 
Link        

  

https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/discussion/dp22-5.pdf
https://www.psr.org.uk/media/x1canxeb/ps22-2-camr-remedies-final-decision-oct-2022-v2_redacted-final.pdf
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─ trigger messages to prompt merchants to shop around 
and/or switch must be sent by providers of card-
acquiring services to their merchant customers and 
shown prominently in their online account. The timing 
of these messages will be linked to minimum contract 

term expiry dates or, where contracts are indefinite, be 
provided at least once every 30 calendar days; and 

─ a maximum duration of 18 months for point-of-sale 

(“POS”) terminal lease and rental contracts, and a 
maximum one-month notice after any renewal. 

The PSR will implement the remedies through specific 
directions. The 14 firms subject to the specific directions 

must implement the remedy relating to POS terminal 
contracts from January 2023, and the two remaining 
remedies from July 2023. 

CMA publishes final 
recommendations on 

retained Motor Vehicle 
Block Exemption 

Regulation 

On 4 October 2022, the CMA published its final 
recommendation to the Secretary of State on the retained 

EU Motor Vehicle Block Exemption Regulation (“MVBER”), 
which expires on 31 May 2023. 

The CMA recommends that the MVBER be replaced with a 
Motor Vehicle Block Exemption Order (“MVBEO”) that is 
tailored to the needs of businesses operating in the UK and 
UK consumers. Any MVBEO would be broadly similar to the 
retained MVBER, to ensure the continuity of the current 

regime for businesses, while making some amendments to 
improve the block exemption and reflect market 
developments including: 

─ updating the definition of "spare parts" to reflect 
technological developments and to capture clearly other 
relevant goods necessary for the use of the motor 

vehicle; and 

─ introducing a new excluded restriction for restrictions 
on access to necessary technical information and 
vehicle data. This reflects growing concerns in this area 
and the increasing importance of access to information 
given technological changes.  

The CMA is recommending that the MVBEO be in place until 

31 May 2029. 

Industrials 

  

CMA Recommendation 
Link        

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1108997/Motor_Vehicle_Block_Exemption_Regulation_final_recommendation__.pdf
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CMA publishes response to 
consultation on pro-
innovation approach for 
regulating AI 

On 29 September 2022, the CMA published its response to 
the Department for Culture, Media and Sports (“DCMS”) 
consultation on a pro-innovation approach for regulating 
artificial intelligence (“AI”).  In July 2022, the DCMS issued 

its consultation, proposing that sector regulators initially 
develop guidance and voluntary measures based on 
principles on safety, security transparency, fairness and 
accountability.   

In its response, the CMA stated that algorithms can create 
business opportunities for companies to deliver more 

accessible and personalised online services, but they can 
also enhance an incumbent company's ability to self-
preference, lead to weaker transparency, or discriminatory 
personalised pricing. Potential competition harms from AI 
could include incumbent firms leveraging their position and 
using AI to get away with higher prices and lower quality 
for consumers, and bottleneck, gateway or ecosystem 

operators setting rules and regulations that impact 
competition. The CMA, therefore, considers that the risks of 
misuse of AI are greater when it is used by firms with a 

dominant position.  

Cross-sector 

  

CMA Response 
Link        

  

DRCF publishes response 
to call for inputs on two 

papers on algorithms 

On 23 September 2022, the Digital Regulation Cooperation 
Forum (“DRCF”) published a paper summarising the 

response to a call for inputs, issued in April 2022, on two 
discussion papers that set out the results of the work of the 
DRCF's algorithmic processing workstream: 

─ a paper discussing the benefits and harms of 
algorithmic processing. This identifies certain regulatory 
challenges and identifies ways in which regulators can 

collaborate to try to address these; and 

─ a paper looking at the merits of algorithmic auditing, as 

a way of documenting risks and assuring stakeholders 
that an algorithmic system behaves and is governed as 
intended. 

Respondents to the call for inputs were largely supportive 
of the analysis in these papers. Their feedback will assist 

the DRCF’s work being undertaken in three algorithmic 
processing workstreams in 2022/23: 

Cross-sector 

  

DRCF Response  

Link        

                

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1107669/CMA_response_to_DCMS_pro-innovation_approach_for_regulating_AI.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1106017/DRCF_Response_to_Call_for_Input_Submissions_.pdf
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─ improving the capability of regulators to undertake 
algorithmic audits; 

─ understanding the role of third-party algorithmic audit 
in supporting the regulatory process; and 

─ promoting transparency in the procurement of 

algorithmic systems. 
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One year anniversary of 
NSI Act regime  

The UK NSI Act regime has been in force for a year. Up 
until 9 January 2023, the Government had prohibited four 
transactions and cleared six transactions with remedies, on 
national security grounds.   

In our client briefing we provide six practical takeaways 
based on our experience with the NSI Act regime.   

Cross-sector 

 

Client Briefing 
Link        

               

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Competition/nsi-act-one-year-on_090123
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UK updates its Iran human 
rights sanctions list 

Since the death of Mahsa Amini, the UK Government has 
imposed various sanctions against individuals and entities, 
including Iranian officials, for human rights violations in 
Iran.  They are all subject to a usual asset freeze. The UK 
Government has published a consolidated list of designated 

persons.  

Cross-sector 

  

Consolidated List (as at 
23/1/2023) 
Link        

 

  

ECJU issues NTE 2022/34 
revoking 26 ‘open general’ 
licences 

On 30 December 2022, the Export Control Joint Unit 
(“ECJU”) announced that it would be revoking 26 ‘open 
general’ licences. This followed the September publication 
of its Notice to Exporters (2022/25), which provided an 
update opening up the licences originally created to be 
used simultaneously with licences locked against further 

registration. The revocation applies to the following 26 
‘open general’ licences: 

1. Export for repair/replacement under warranty: dual-use 
items (from December 2019) 

2. Information security items (from December 2019) 

3. Low value shipments (from December 2019) 

4. Military and dual-use goods: UK forces deployed in 

non-embargoed destinations (from December 2019) 

5. Oil and gas exploration: dual-use items (from 
December 2019) 

6. Technology for dual-use items – from June 2019 

7. PCBs and components for dual-use items (from June 
2019) 

8. X (from December 2019) 

9. Chemicals (from December 2019) 

10. Cryptographic development (from December 2019) 

11. Export after repair/replacement under warranty: dual-
use items (from June 2019) 

12. Access overseas to software and technology for military 
goods: individual use only (from December 2019) 

Cross-sector 

  

NTE 2022/34 
Link        

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1130664/Iran__Human_Rights_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-to-exporters-202234-open-general-licences-revoked/nte-202234-open-general-licences-revoked
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13. Export after repair/replacement under warranty: 
military goods (from June 2019) 

14. Export for exhibition: military goods (from December 
2019) 

15. Exports for repair/replacement under warranty: military 

goods (from December 2019) 

16. Exports or transfers in support of UK government 

defence contracts (from June 2019) 

17. Historic military goods (from December 2019) 

18. Military goods: collaborative project typhoon (from 
June 2019) 

19. Military goods: for demonstration (from December 

2019) 

20. Military goods: A400M collaborative programme (from 
February 2020) 

21. Military surplus vehicles (from December 2019) 

22. PCBs and components for military goods (from June 
2019) 

23. Software and source code for military goods (from June 
2019) 

24. Technology for military goods (from June 2019) 

25. Category C goods (from November 2019) 

26. Trade and transportation: small arms and light 
weapons (from December 2019) 

Full details addressing individual circumstances where one 

(or more) of the 26 specifically revoked 'open general' 
licences has been registered and now requires a 
new/updated equivalent 'open general' licence applied, is 
available on the ECJU's notice. 

ECJU publishes compliance 

code of practice for export 
licensing 

On 13 December 2022, the ECJU published a code of 

practice for export licensing. This is relevant to individuals 
or entities using ECJU issued licences, including: open 
general export licences; open individual export licences; 
open individual trade control licences; standard individual 
trade control licences; standard individual export licences 
for technology transfers; general trade licences and/or 
technical assistance licences. Whilst the code is voluntary, 

Cross-sector 

  

Guidance  

Link        

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/export-control-compliance-code-of-practice/compliance-code-of-practice-for-export-licensing
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it has been published as a source of ‘best’ practical 
guidance to ensure compliance with export control 
procedures and various licence obligations. 

UK makes 30 sanctions 

designations to mark 
‘International Anti-
Corruption Day’ and 
‘Human Rights Day’ 

On 9 December 2022, the UK Foreign Secretary announced 

sanctions targeting 30 individuals and entities deemed to 
violate political peace and democracy, abuse human rights 
and/or incite sexual violence during conflict. Please refer to 
the press release for full details of the individuals and 

entities concerned.  

Cross-sector 

  

Press release 

Link  

  

ECJU publishes May 2022 
to October 2022 
compound settlements 
figures 

On 9 December 2022, the ECJU published Notice 2022/31. 
This confirmed that during the period from May 2022 to 
October 2022, HM Revenue & Customs issued £510,670.13 
in compound settlement offers to 12 UK exporters.  

The settlements varied in cost from £1,000.00 (in relation 
to the export of dual-use goods without the appropriate 
licence/s) to £271,700.25 (in relation to the unlicensed 

exports of military goods). 

Cross-sector 

  

Notice 
Link        

  

UK implements The Haiti 

(Sanctions) Regulations 
2022 

On 7 December 2022, the Haiti (Sanctions) Regulations 

2022 (which implement into UK law the UN’s Haiti sanctions 
regime) were laid before the UK Parliament. The 
Regulations are split into 9 parts, and cover guidance on 
the financial aspects of the restrictions (with primary focus 

on targeted asset freezing and economic resources), trade 
limitations (in particular trade involving military goods and 
technology), exceptions and licences, reporting obligations 
and legislation enforcement.   

The Haiti (Sanctions) Regulations 2022 came into force on 
28 December 2022. 

Cross-sector 

  

Regulations 

Link        

  

SRA publishes guidance for 
complying with UK 

Sanctions Regime 

On 28 November 2022, the Solicitor’s Regulation Authority 
published guidance for lawyers and firms on how to comply 

with the UK Sanctions Regime, with a particular focus on 
how to avoid any potential sanctions breaches. 

Cross-sector 

  

Guidance  
Link        

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sanctions-target-30-corrupt-political-figures-human-rights-violators-and-perpetrators-of-conflict-related-sexual-violence-around-the-world?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&amp;utm_source=c1bc31e2-3836-48fd-bae8-1e98ee706365&amp;utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-to-exporters-202231-uk-exporters-issued-compound-settlements-for-unlicensed-strategic-exports/nte-202231-uk-exporters-issued-compound-settlements-for-unlicensed-strategic-exports
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1281/contents/made
https://www.sra.org.uk/solicitors/guidance/financial-sanctions-regime/
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Department of Commerce 
determines solar cells and 

modules imported from 
Southeast Asia circumvent 
antidumping and 
countervailing duties on 
Chinese products 

On 2 December 2022, the US Department of Commerce 
issued its preliminary findings on the alleged circumvention 

of antidumping and countervailing duties by Chinese 
companies manufacturing solar cells and modules in 
Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam. Please refer to 
our client briefing for further information.  

Energy 

  

Client Briefing 

Link    

  

Commerce Department 

offers guidance on new 
controls on US person 
activities supporting the 
development or production 
of integrated circuits in 
China 

On 7 October 2022, the US Department of Commerce 

Bureau of Industry and Security (“BIS”) issued a rule 
imposing additional export controls on certain advanced 
computing and semiconductor manufacturing items and for 
supercomputer and semiconductor end-uses. BIS has 
subsequently issued clarifying guidance: 

─ The new rules are intended to restrict China’s ability to 
obtain advanced computing chip manufacturing 

technologies, which can be used in both civilian and 
military end-uses, particularly affecting advanced 
memory and logic chips used in Artificial Intelligence 
and supercomputing; 

─ Among other things, the new rule imposes new license 
requirements on activities of US persons supporting the 

development or production of advanced integrated 
circuits; 

─ BIS also issued FAQ guidance clarifying aspects of the 
rule. 

TMT 

  

Client Briefing 

Link  

  

OFAC issues further 
guidance on the 

In September 2022, the Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(“OFAC”) issued guidance on the mechanism of its 

Energy 

 

Client Briefing 
Link        

https://us.eversheds-sutherland.com/NewsCommentary/Legal-Alerts/254957/Department-of-Commerce-determines-solar-cells-and-modules-imported-from-Southeast-Asia-circumvent-antidumping-and-countervailing-duties-on-Chinese-products
https://us.eversheds-sutherland.com/NewsCommentary/Legal-Alerts/254444/Commerce-Department-offers-guidance-on-new-controls-on-US-person-activities-supporting-the-development-or-production-of-integrated-circuits-in-China
https://us.eversheds-sutherland.com/NewsCommentary/Legal-Alerts/253624/OFAC-issues-guidance-on-maritime-services-price-cap-for-seaborne-Russian-oil
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implementation of the 
Price Cap Policy for 
Russian oil 

maritime services policy and price cap exception for the 
global transport of seaborne Russian oil: 

─ Services covered under the policy and provided from 
the US or by a US person involving the seaborne 
transportation of oil produced in Russia that has not 

been substantially transformed outside of Russia are 
banned. 

─ The policy does not cover seaborne transportation of 
products and exempts US dollar clearing of Russian-
origin seaborne oil transactions. 

─ OFAC will view the commercially unreasonable billing of 
shipping, freight, customs, and insurance services, 

which are not covered by the price cap, as a potential 
indicator of price cap evasion. 

   



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

41 

Global contacts 

 

Ros Kellaway 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4882 
roskellaway@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Mark Herlach 
Global Co-Chair Competition, 
EU and Trade 

T: +1 202 383 0172 
markherlach@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

Austria 

 

Aurelius Freytag 
Partner 

T: +43 1 51 62 01 25 
M: +44 436 642 0281 47 
aurelius.freytag@ 
eversheds-sutherland.at 

Estonia 

 

Risto Rüütel 
Partner 

T: +372 622 9990 
risto.ruutel@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ee 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

42 

EU 

 

Ros Kellaway 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4882 
M: +44 779 873 4263 
roskellaway@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Martin Bechtold 
Partner 

T: +49 8 95 45 65 146 
martinbechtold@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Annabel Borg 
Legal Director PSL 

T: +44 20 7919 4707 
M: +44 746 490 6210 
annabelborg@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

France 

 

Dan Roskis 
Partner 

T: +33 1 55 73 41 37 
M: +33 6 12 82 68 93 
danroskis@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Chloé Charbeaux 
Associate 

T: +33 1 55 73 40 64 
chloecharbeaux@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Julie Poivey 
Associate 

T: +33 1 55 73 41 62 
juliepoivey@eversheds-
sutherland.com 

Germany 

 

Martin Bechtold 
Partner 

T: +49 8 95 45 65 146 
martinbechtold@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Daniel von Brevern 

Partner 

T: +49 211 86467 60 
M: +49 160 702 7292 
danielvonbrevern@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

43 

Hungary 

 

Dr. Ágnes Szent-Ivány 
Managing Partner 

T: +36 1 394 3121 
szent-ivany@ 
eversheds-sutherland.hu 

 

 

Dr. Ildikó Szegedi 
Partner 

T: +36 1 394 3121 

szegedi@ 

eversheds-sutherland.hu 

 

 

Dr. Péter Sándor 
Partner 

T: +36 1 394 3121 
peter.sandor@ 
eversheds-sutherland.hu 

Ireland 

 

Sean Ryan 
Partner 

T: +35 3 16 64 42 07 
seanryan@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ie 

 

 

Carol Slattery 
Lawyer 

T: +353 1 6644222 
carolslattery@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ie 

 

  

Italy 

 

Alessandro Greco 

Partner 

T: +39 0 68 93 27 01 
M: +39 347 063 5784 
alessandrogreco@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it 

 

 

Antonio Campitiello 

Associate 

T: +39 0 68 93 27 051 
M: +39 340 252 9300 
antoniocampitiello@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it 

 

 

Lorenzo Maniaci 

Associate 

T: +39 0 68 93 27 01 
M: +39 345 606 8494 
lorenzomaniaci@ 
eversheds-sutherland.it 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

44 

Latvia 

 

Gunta Lokastova 
Senior Associate 

T: +371 6728 0102 
gunta.lokastova@ 
eversheds-sutherland.lv 

Lithuania 

 

Rimtis Puišys 
Partner 

T: +37 0 52 39 23 73 
rimtis.puisys@eversheds.lt 

 

 

Manvydas Borusas 
Associate 

T: +37 0 52 52 73 39 
M: +37 062 953 991 
manvydas.borusas@eversheds.lt 

Netherlands 

 

Michel Chatelin 

Partner 

T: +31 2 05 60 06 51 
M: +31 654 343 221 
michelchatelin@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Eline van Nimwegen 

Senior Associate 

T: +31 2 05 60 05 42 
M: +31 681 413 905 
elinevannimwegen@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Fons Leijten 

Associate 

T: +31 20 5600 637 
M: +31 6 2292 4868 
fonsleijten@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

45 

Poland 

 

Marta Gadomska-Gołąb 
Partner 

T: +48 22 50 50 732 
marta.gadomska-golab@ 
eversheds-sutherland.pl 

 

 

Aleksandra Kunkiel-Kryńska 
Partner 

T: +48 22 50 50 775 
M: +48 510 087 784 
aleksandra.kunkiel-krynska@ 
eversheds-sutherland.pl 

 

 

Dariusz Aziewicz 
Senior Associate 

T: +48 22 50 50 738 
M: +48 510 087 785 
dariusz.aziewicz@ 
eversheds-sutherland.pl 

Romania 

 

Mihai Guia 
Managing Partner 

T: +40 2 13 11 25 61 
M: +44 407 233 615 86 
mihaiguia@eversheds.ro 

 

 

Oana Dobre 
Partner 

T: +40 2 13 11 25 61 
M: +44 407 409 766 78 
oanadobre@eversheds.ro 

South Africa 

 

Greg Shapiro 

Partner 

T: +27 8 73 59 15 47 
M: +27 832 875 177 
gregshapiro@ 
eversheds-sutherland.co.za 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

46 

Spain 

 

Crisanto Pérez-Abad 
Partner 

T: +34 9 14 29 43 33 
cperezabad@ 
eversheds-sutherland.es 

Sweden 

 

Richard Jacobsson 
Partner 

T: +46 8 545 322 16 
M: +46 70 441 89 15 
richardjacobsson@ 
eversheds-sutherland.se 

 

 

Mathilda Andersson 
Associate 

T: +46 8 545 322 11 
M: +46 76 623 03 47 
mathildaandersson@ 
eversheds-sutherland.se 

Switzerland 

 

Daniel Bachmann 

Partner 

T: +41 31 328 75 75 
M: +41 79 695 22 75 
daniel.bachmann@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ch 

 

 

Dr. Martin Rauber 

Legal Director 

T: +41 44 204 90 90 
M: +41 78 673 99 28 
martin.rauber@ 
eversheds-sutherland.ch 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

47 

Tunisia 

 

Farès El Heni 
Managing Partner 

T: +21 67 18 60 235 
M: +33 6 68 20 65 33 
fareselheni@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Imen Enneifar 
Principal Associate 

T: +21 67 18 60 235 
imenenneifar@ 
eversheds-sutherland.tn 

 

United Kingdom 

 

James Lindop 
International Head of Trade 

T: +44 20 7919 4718 

M: +44 781 015 1278 
jameslindop@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Annabel Borg 
Legal Director PSL 

T: +44 20 7919 4707 

M: +44 746 490 6210 
annabelborg@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Elizabeth Coleman 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4780 

M: +44 776 764 7184 
elizabethcoleman@eversheds-
sutherland.com 

 

Peter Harper 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 0646 
M: +44 739 325 4367 
peterharper@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Nicola Holmes 
Legal Director 

T: +44 113 200 4721 
M: +44 782 447 5763 
nicolaholmes@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Ros Kellaway 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4882 
M: +44 779 873 4263 
roskellaway@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

Julia Woodward-Carlton 
Partner 

T: +44 20 7919 4770 

M: +44 776 871 3061 
juliawoodwardcarlton@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

  

 

  

 



Contacts 
 

 
  

 

48 

United States 

 

Mark Herlach 
Partner 

T: +1 202 383 0172 
markherlach@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Jeff Bialos 
Partner 

T: +1 202 383 0363 
M: +1 202 445 1112 
jeffbialos@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 

 

Ginger Faulk 
Partner 

T: +1 202 383 0981 
gingerfaulk@ 
eversheds-sutherland.com 

 



 

eversheds-sutherland.com 
© Eversheds Sutherland 2023. All rights reserved. 
Eversheds Sutherland (International) LLP and Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP are part of a global legal practice,  

operating through various separate and distinct legal entities, under Eversheds Sutherland. For a full description  

of the structure and a list of offices, please visit www.eversheds-sutherland.com. 

CLOUD_UK\209335725\1 

 


